
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 29837November 16, 1999
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to Iran that 
was declared in Executive Order 12170 
of November 14, 1979. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 16, 1999. 

f 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RAIL-
ROAD RETIREMENT BOARD FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 1998—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means and the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure:
To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the Annual Re-
port of the Railroad Retirement Board 
for Fiscal Year 1998, pursuant to the 
provisions of section 7(b)(6) of the Rail-
road Retirement Act and section 12(1) 
of the Railroad Unemployment Insur-
ance Act. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 16, 1999. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEASURES TO 
BE CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPEN-
SION OF THE RULES 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 374, I announce 
the following measures to be taken up 
under suspension of the rules: 

S. 1844, Child Support Miscellaneous 
Amendments;

S. 1418, Holding Court in Natchez, 
Mississippi;

S. 1235, Railroad Police Training; 
H.R. 1953, Cahuilla Indians; 
H.R. 3051, Jicarilla Apache Reserva-

tion;
S. 278, Land Conveyance, Rio Arriba 

County, New Mexico; 
S. 416, City of Sisters; 
S. 1843, Dugger Mountain Wilderness 

Act of 1999; 
H.R. 1167, Tribal Self Governance; 
S. 382, the Minuteman Missile Na-

tional Historic Site Establishment Act 
of 1999; 

H.R. 1827, Government Waste Correc-
tions Act of 1999; and S. 440, Support 
School Endowments. 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION RE-
GARDING LEGISLATIVE SCHED-
ULE OF THE HOUSE 

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, as 
we know, we were originally scheduled 
to meet here on Friday last. Unfortu-
nately, though requests were made to 
see whether we could meet perhaps on 
Monday or Tuesday, that was denied by 
the distinguished majority leader. We 
were not informed that we were not to 
come in on Friday until Thursday 
morning.

I would just like to indicate to the 
distinguished majority leader and any 
other Members who might be inter-
ested in the Veterans Day ceremonies 
that took place out in Hawaii, I will be 
happy to forward newspaper accounts 
and television transcript excerpts to 
them if they want to be informed about 
them, inasmuch as that is the way that 
I had to find out about them myself. 

I wonder, Mr. Speaker, whether the 
majority would be prepared to tell us 
at this time whether or not we can an-
ticipate leaving tomorrow or the next 
day or the next day, or any day there-
after.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f 

CHINA’S POTENTIAL ENTRY INTO 
THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZA-
TION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
WILSON). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. SHERMAN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise with the sense that I am standing 
in front of a moving train. Today’s 
media has almost already brought 
China into the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and already declared that we are 
going to get enormous benefits from 
that entry, and from a decision that 
they presume will be made on this floor 
to grant China permanent most-fa-
vored-nation status, which some call 
normal trade relation status. 

Let us review where we are now on 
our trading relationship with China. 
We have the most lopsided trading ar-
rangement in the history of a Nation’s 
life. We have a situation where we ex-
port roughly $14 billion and import 
close to $70 billion from China. 

China is shameless in maintaining 
and expanding that lopsided trading re-
lationship. It maintains high tariffs on 
American goods, but what is worse 

than what China does officially in its 
published laws is what it does to re-
strict the access of American exports 
through hidden, through unofficial, 
through cozy relationships between the 
Communist party of China and those 
business enterprises that could be in-
volved in importing American goods if 
they only chose to do so. 

We would think, then, that any 
change in this relationship would be a 
change for the better, since it is al-
ready the worst trading relationship I 
could identify. Yet, I have to question 
the idea of this House giving most-fa-
vored-nation status to China on a per-
manent basis. 

Madam Speaker, I cannot judge the 
deal in advance. It is yet to be pre-
sented to us formally, and just perhaps 
it will have some mechanisms in it 
that will allay my concerns. My chief 
concern is that what we would be doing 
in giving permanent most-favored-na-
tion status to China is making perma-
nent the current situation. 

That situation is one in which we are 
a country of laws, so any American 
businessperson can import goods from 
China, subject only to our published 
tariffs and restrictions and quotas. So 
many business people work here in the 
United States that they assume that if 
we could only change China’s laws, 
that their business people would be free 
to bring in our goods. Nothing is all 
that clearcut. 

Imagine, if you will, some business 
enterprise in China seeking to import 
American goods receives a telephone 
call from a Communist party cadre 
telling them, don’t buy American 
goods, buy them from France, buy 
them from Germany. The Communist 
party of China is angry at speeches 
made on the floor. The gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. PELOSI) took the 
floor again, you had better not buy 
American goods. 

An American businessman would 
simply laugh at some party official 
telling him or her what to buy and 
what to import, but a Communist Chi-
nese citizen would ignore advice, oral 
advice, nonprovable advice, from the 
Communist Party of China only at 
their peril. China is not a country 
where the rule of law prevails. Accord-
ingly, getting China to change its law 
accomplishes perhaps very little. We 
cannot assume that our trade deficit 
with China will go down. 

What we have now is an annual re-
view of our trading relationship with 
China, so that if China were to move 
into Tibet and slaughter hundreds of 
thousands of people, we could react in 
a way that they would understand, by 
cutting off most-favored-nation status; 
that if China were to engage in massive 
nuclear proliferation, we could react. If 
China continues to widen its trade def-
icit and use unofficial means to ex-
clude our exports, we could finally 
summon up the determination to react 
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